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Strand 1: Art Nouveau Cities: between cosmopolitanism and local tradition

Definitive abstract for paper presentation at the coupDefouet International
Congress

Sant Pau Hospital — the hospital city within the city. Ceramic: a traditional
element which has become a unifier of spaces

St. Pau Hospital (1901 — 1912) is a new hospital city concept in the hands of its

architect Lluis Domenech i Montaner. Ceramic, the subject matter of our presentation,
becomes one of the common elements of the whole site, just like it is part of a
discourse which is representative of modern architecture as a whole.
The hospital city uses this art in a renewed manner, turning ceramic and ceramic
mosaic into the chromatic coverings par excellence. These materials provide an
ambiguity between the hygiene, decorative and structural functions. A diversity that,
far from resulting in a broken effect, helps maintain unity between the different
buildings.
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L Hospital de Sant Pau: la ciutat hospitalaria dins la ciutat. La ceramica: I’element
tradicional que esdevé unificador dels espais

L’Hospital Sant Pau (1901 — 1912), mostra una nova concepcio de ciutat
hospitalaria de la ma del seu arquitecte Lluis Doménech i Montaner. La ceramica,
objecte de la nostra presentacid, esdevé un dels elements conductors de tot el recinte,
de la mateixa manera que forma part d’un discurs representatiu de tota I’arquitectura
del moment.

La ciutat sanitaria aplica de forma renovada aquesta art: ceramica i mosaic ceramic
esdevenen els revestiments cromatics per excel-léncia. Materials que proporcionen

I’ambigiiitat entre funcid higieénica, funci®é ornamental i funcid estructural. Una




diversitat que lluny de produir trencaments ajuden a mantenir la unitat dels diferents
pavellons.
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